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The Lebanese Center for Human Rights Organizes a Roundtable Discussion on
Enhancing Basic Guarantees and Activating Defense Rights

Beirut, May 17, 2024 - The Lebanese Center for Human Rights organized a roundtable
discussion in Beirut on May 17, 2024, funded by the Norwegian Embassy in Lebanon.
The discussion included judges selected by the Ministry of Justice and a representative
from the Higher Judicial Council, focusing on enhancing basic guarantees and
activating the right to defense within the Lebanese Code of Criminal Procedure,
specifically, Law No. 65/2017 on Punishment of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment. The discussions focused on strengthening the basic guarantees
and activating the right to defense as stipulated in the Lebanese Code of Criminal
Procedure (Articles 32 and 47), as well as Law No. 191/2020, and Law No. 205/2020
aimed at criminalizing harassment and rehabilitating its victims.

The aim of this dialogue was to consult on relevant legal provisions, including the anti-
torture law and the rights of suspects, as well as other recently enacted laws, and to
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propose recommendations for the proper implementation of the law and respect for
individual rights.

Initially, the President of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Wadih Al-Asmar, opened
the session and welcomed the attendees. Following this, the Director of the Center, Fadel
Fakih, introduced the center, its objectives, and the services it provides. The discussion
was moderated by the head of the legal department at the center, Atty. Hasna Abdel Reda,
who emphasized the importance of joint work between the center and the judiciary for
the proper application of laws as well as to assist the most vulnerable individuals with
the aim of building a state of law.

Judge Fadi Aridi shared an approach to Law No. 65/2017 and the gaps found in this law,
as well as in Article 47 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which hinder the proper
administration of justice and respect for human rights. Judge Ayman Ahmed then
presented the legal framework related to Law No. 65/2017 and Article 47, Law No.
205/2020, and the ministry's observations on these issues.

CLDH's president emphasized the necessity of having a lawyer present during preliminary
investigations to preserve the rights of all parties and the need to nullify preliminary
investigations if the suspect is subjected to any form of torture. He also called for more
training for law enforcement officers to develop their investigation capabilities without
resorting to verbal or physical violence. Additionally, Atty. Hasna Abdel Reda reminded
those present that the role of the state and judiciary is to prove torture and prosecute the
perpetrators to enforce the anti-torture law and protect all individuals on Lebanese soil.
The problems in forming the Committee for the Prevention of Torture were also
mentioned.

A discussion ensued on the importance of the basic guarantees stated in Article 47 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure to ensure the respect of the suspect's rights and to
ensure that initial investigations are conducted according to the law. Participants also
highlighted the issue of prison overcrowding and its impact on detainees' rights,
proposing several practical recommendations including focusing on rehabilitating
convicts to reduce recidivism, developing the forensic evidence system, and reviewing
and potentially amending the sexual harassment law.

This meeting was an opportunity to support and enhance the work of the Ministry of
Justice in combating impunity, thereby strengthening the rights of all individuals in



collaboration with CLDH. Finally, the center stressed the necessity of amending and
implementing some laws in a manner consistent with a state governed by the rule of law
and justice.

For media inquiries, please contact:

comm(@cldh-lebanon.org
+961 81 378 439

About CLDH:

The Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH) is a local non-profit, non-partisan Lebanese human
rights organization. It was founded in 2006 in Beirut by the Franco-Lebanese Movement SOLIDA
(Support for Lebanese Detained Arbitrarily). CLDH’s complementary components include advocacy,
public mobilization, rehabilitation for victims of torture and families of enforced disappearances, the
provision of pro-bono legal services for vulnerable groups regardless of nationality or status, and
the organization of capacity building activities to key stakeholders in the human rights field.
www.cldh-lebanon.org

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn
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